Invasive infection due to Apophysomyces elegans in immunocompetent hosts.
A previously well 59-year-old man developed necrotizing, invasive cellulitis and subsequent osteomyelitis at what was judged to be the site of a bite or sting. The pathogen isolated was Apophysomyces elegans. Eventually, in addition to treatment with intravenous amphotericin B, en bloc resection was required for cure. Only six previous cases of A. elegans infection have been reported in the literature. The lack of underlying disease in six of the total of seven cases contrasts with the usual findings for other zygomycoses. This article describes all seven reported cases as well as the characteristics of this unique fungal pathogen.